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Hello to everyone!

I am getting a late start on joining this discussion, however, I have read the wonderful input from the participants and am honored to join in.

My name is Michael Cartier of the United States.  I am Chairman of the Board of the World Youth Organization; a youth led group of international students working on community participation, leadership training, peace strategies, project implementation, and creating second track diplomatic channels of communication in conflict resolution. 

I work with youth from all around the world and what I hear from them is that many youth turn towards negative and destructive behavior because of a feeling of helplessness.  Events occur around them and they feel little control over these circumstances.  Economics and culture will play a role, of course, and the circumstances and type of behavior will vary accordingly, but the main driving force is still the same, a lack of power to make a difference.  Even youth of prosperous environments engage in such risky behavior, so it is not limited to the disadvantaged.

The World Bank is in a unique position to address this issue.  Its policies and focus are geared towards helping developing nations, yet the control and input is almost exclusively limited to those who youth consider to be distant from the daily problems that they face.

Youth issues should be of primary importance, not only because they represent our future, but because during violent conflicts, it is youth that is sent out to battle (in the military, or during rebellions; not to mention the youngest child soldiers).

The World Bank should consider creating a permanent Youth Advisory Board (such as the one in development at the United Nations).  This board could provide valuable feedback on the effect of various decisions upon the youngest of a particular region.  Youth can also gain access and information that would normally not be made available to older representatives.  Young people are more comfortable talking with others their age, to whom they feel a bond.  

In addition, tensions can often be relieved by a youth representative, acting as a liaison between conflicting parties; thus, potentially eliminating a violent confrontation.  And, it is youth, that is often aware of sensitive circumstances, because of their 'invisible' status.  People don't usually notice when kids are around, and will frequently discuss important matters.  This information makes their non-threatening position more powerful in helping to resolve issues and to establish lines of communication during conflicts. 

I recommend that the World Bank establish stronger connections with youth directly, the Youth Advisory Board being one of the methods.  Establish training programs that are implemented in each region and funded by the Bank.  Provide these students with recognition for their efforts and opportunities for education and other benefits; to encourage participation and reward them for the work that they are doing.  The money invested is small compared to the amount that would be spent on war, or in trying to rectify youth’s ‘risky’ behavior afterwards.
The results will be phenomenal.  The youth are our future.  What we do today will assure a future of peace.
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